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University Faculty
(Date indicates first year of full-time MSSU service)

Nii Adote Abrahams
Professor, Economics 1999
Bachelor’s (B.Sc.), University of Ghana
Master’s (M.S.), University of Massachusetts
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Pennsylvania State University

David L. Ackiss
Professor, English & Philosophy 1981
Interim Head, Department of English & Philosophy
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Davidson College
Master’s (A.M.), College of William and Mary
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Duke University
Summer Studies, Oxford University, England

Anthony C. Adamopoulos
Associate Professor, Psychology 2004
Bachelor's (B.A.), University of Kansas
Master's (M.A.), University of Kansas
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Kansas

Charles Adams
Assistant Professor, Criminal Justice 2011
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.S.), Pittsburg State University

Laura L. Adkins
Professor, Mathematics 1980
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Missouri Southern State College
Master’s (M.S.), Pittsburg State University
Doctorate (Ed.D.), Nova Southeastern University

Theresa A. Agee
Professor, Business 1992
Bachelor’s (B.A.), William Jewell
Law Degree (J.D.), University of Utah, College of Law

Marsi E. Archer
Professor, Chemistry 1998
Head, Department of Chemical and Physical Sciences
Bachelor’s (B.S.), James Madison University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Ohio State University

Grace E. Ayton
Associate Professor, Nursing 1986
Bachelor’s (B.S.N.), Columbia Union College
Master’s (M.N.), Wichita State University

Anastasia Barelos
Assistant Professor, Music 2010
Director of Piano Studies
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Luther College
Master’s (M.M.), Bowling Green State University
Doctorate (D.M.A.), University of Wisconsin-Madison

Francis L. Bartholet
Associate Professor, Engineering Technology 1987
Bachelor’s (B.S.), St. Cloud State University
Master’s (M.Ed.), University of Minnesota
Doctorate (Ed.D.), Nova Southeastern University

Dorothy C. Bay 
Professor, Biology 1996
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State College
Master’s (M.S.), Pittsburg State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), St. Louis University

Sheri L. Beeler
Associate Professor, Kinesiology 1995
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Missouri Southern State College
Master’s (M.S.E.), Central Missouri State University
Doctorate (Ed.D.), St. Louis University

Maria Bejan
Assistant Professor, International Business 2011
Bachelor’s (B.Sc.), University of Bucharest (Romania)
Master’s (M.A.), University Carlos III de Madrid (Spain)
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University Carlos III de Madrid (Spain)

Robert S. Black
Assistant Professor, Library 1988
Serials/Reference Librarian
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Millikin University
Master’s (M.L.S.), Indiana University

Beverly A. Block
Professor, Business 1984
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Southern Nazarene University
Master’s (M.Ed.), University of Arkansas
Doctorate (Ed.D.), University of Arkansas
Summer Studies, Oxford University, England

Karen Bradshaw
Instructor, Business 1985
Bachelor's (B.B.A.) Pittsburg State University
Master's (M.B.A.) Pittsburg State University

Barry E. Brown
Professor, English & Philosophy 1987
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Kalamazoo College
Master’s (M.A.), Columbia University
Master’s (M.A.), University of Rochester
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Rochester

James F. Brown
Professor, English & Philosophy 1984
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Iowa
Master’s (M.A.), University of Iowa 
Master’s (M.A.), University of Iowa 
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Iowa
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Joey R. Brown
Professor, English & Philosophy 2000
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Cameron University
Master’s (M.A.), University of Oklahoma
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Oklahoma

Maria Bruggeman
Assistant Professor, Kinesiology 2010
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of North Dakota
Master’s (M.S.), University of North Dakota

Robert Bruno
Assistant Professor, Communication 2011
Bachelor’s (B.A.), SUNY Stony Brook
Master’s (M.S.), Ohio University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Purdue University

Ward H. Bryant
Associate Professor, Communication 1992
Bachelor’s (B.S.J.), University of Kansas
Master’s (M.S.), University of Kansas

F. Burt Bucher
Associate Professor, Art 2005
Bachelor’s (B.F.A.) Eastern Kentucky University
Master’s (M.F.A.) University of Cincinnati

Gregory J. Buchholz
Assistant Professor, Economics 2001
Bachelor’s (B.S.B.A.), Rockhurst University
Master’s (M.A.), University of Notre Dame
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Notre Dame

Dana Bush
Associate Professor, Nursing 2010
Bachelor’s (B.S.N.), Old Dominion University
Master’s (M.N.), University of Washington
Doctoral Studies, Capella University

Teddy Byler
Instructor, Dental Hygiene 2011
Associate’s (A.A.S.), Ozarks Technical Community College
Bachelor’s (B.S.D.H.), University of Missouri-Kansas City

Al Cade
Professor, Teacher Education 1996
Head, Department of Teacher Education
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Northwest Missouri State University
Master’s (M.Ed.), Northwest Missouri State University
Doctorate (Ed.D.), St. Louis University

James J. Capeci
Assistant Professor, Library 2002
Document Delivery and Projects Librarian
Bachelor's (B.S.) Southwest Missouri State University
Master's (M.L.S.) University of Missouri-Columbia

Albert J. Carnine
Professor, Music 1977
Bachelor’s (B.M.E.), Illinois Wesleyan University
Master’s (M.M.), Southern Methodist University
Master’s (M.M.E.), Southern Methodist University
Doctorate (D.M.A.), University of Texas

Amber A. Carr
Assistant Professor, Library 2005
Bachelor's (B.S.B.A.), Missouri Southern State University
Master's (M.L.S.), University of Missouri-Columbia

Roger D. Chelf
Professor, Physics 1995
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Kentucky
Master’s (M.S.), University of Kentucky
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Georgia Institute of Technology

Cheryl Cifelli
Associate Professor, Music 2005
Director of Woodwind Studies
Bachelor’s (B.M.), University of North Texas
Master’s (M.M.), University of North Texas
Doctorate (D.M.A.), University of North Texas

Rhonda Clark
Assistant Professor, Communication 2008
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Missouri Southern State University 
Master’s (M.S.), Oklahoma State University

AmyKay Cole
Associate Professor, Psychology 2002
Bachelor’s (B.A.), University of New Mexico
Master’s (M.A.), Kent State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Kent State University

K. Casey Cole
Professor, Psychology 1996
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Shippensburg State University of Pennsylvania
Master’s (M.A.), Kent State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Kent State University

James D. Collins
Professor, Computer Information Science 1998
Bachelor’s (B.S.), St. Louis University
Master’s (M.S.), Southern Illinois University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Nova Southeastern University

S. Mark Comstock
Professor, Accounting 1993
Bachelor’s (B.S.B.A.), Missouri Southern State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Oklahoma
Certified Public Accountant (CPA)
Diplomat, American Board of Forensic Accounting (DABFA)

C. Martin Conklin
Associate Professor, Kinesiology 1988
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Missouri Southern State College
Master’s (M.A.), University of Tulsa
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Chrys A. Corcoran
Assistant Professor, Nursing 2001
Bachelor’s (B.S.N.), University of Tulsa
Master’s (M.S.), University of Kansas

Robert L. Corn
Assistant Professor, Kinesiology 1989
Head Men’s Basketball Coach
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Missouri Southern State College
Master’s (M.A.), University of Alabama at Birmingham

Matt Cowdin
Instructor, Criminal Justice 2008
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State University

Clara Jean Cozens
Associate Professor, Teacher Education 2005
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Arkansas Tech University
Master’s (M.Ed.), Arkansas Tech University
Doctoral Studies, University of Arkansas

Nancy M. Crabtree
Assistant Professor, Library 2003
Reference/Instruction Librarian
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Syracuse University
Master’s (M.L.S.), University of South Carolina

E. Scott Cragin
Professor, Marketing 1989
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
Master’s (M.M.), Northwestern University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Oklahoma State University

Susan Craig
Assistant Professor, Teacher Education 1993
Director First-Year Experience
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.S.), Missouri State University
Doctorate (Ed.D.), University of Missouri - Columbia

Sabine Cramer
Professor, Foreign Languages 1996
Bachelor’s (B.A.), University of Bielefeld
Staatsexamen, University of Siegen
Master’s (M.A.), University of Houston
Master’s (M.A.), Rice University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Texas at Austin

Bradley Creamer
Assistant Professor, Biology 2011
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Washington State University
Master’s (M.S.), University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Nebraska-Medical Center
Post-Doctoral Studies, Vanderbilt University

Carrie Curtis
Instructor, Mathematics 2009
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.S.), University of Missouri-Columbia

Charles N. Curtis
Professor, Mathematics 1992
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Washington
Master’s (M.S.), University of Washington
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Washington

Bryce Darnell
Instructor, Kinesiology 2007
Head Baseball Coach
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.S.), Missouri State University

Brian Davis
Assistant Professor, Biology 2011
Bachelor’s (B.S.), College of William and Mary
Master’s (M.S.), University of Oklahoma
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Oklahoma

Michelle Dawson
Instructor, Marketing 2009
Bachelor’s (B.S.B.A.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.B.A.), Missouri State University

Peggy Day
Assistant Professor, Teacher Education, 2011
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.A.), Pittsburg State University

Will Delehanty
Assistant Professor, Political Science 2010
Bachelor’s (B.G.S.), University of Kansas
Master’s (M.A.), University of Kansas
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Kansas

Jennifer Dennis
Assistant Professor, Biology 2011
Bachelor’s (B.A.), University of Missouri-Kansas City
Master’s (M.S.), University of Arizona
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Kansas Medical Center
Post-Doctoral Studies, University of Texas

JoAnna Derfelt
Assistant Professor, Political Science 2009
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Missouri Sothern State University
Law Degree (J.D.), University of Kansas

James Donelson
Assistant Professor, Chemistry 2010
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Arkansas
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Purdue University

Megan Douglas
Instructor, Management 2010
Bachelor’s (B.S.B.A.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.B.A.), Pittsburg State University

Stu Dunlop
Instructor, Marketing 2008
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri University of Science and Technology
Master’s (M.B.A.), Missouri State University
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Joy S. Dworkin
Professor, English & Philosophy 1991
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Reed College
Master’s (M.A.), University of Michigan
Master’s (M.F.A.), University of Michigan
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Michigan
Summer Studies, University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad, India

William L. Edwards, Jr.
Associate Professor, Teacher Education 2002
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Master’s (M.Ed.), University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Doctorate (Ed.D.), University of Nevada, Reno

Christine B. Eller
Associate Professor, Nursing 1981
Bachelor’s (B.S.N.), University of Connecticut
Master’s (M.S.N.), University of North Carolina

Elliott Ennis
Assistant Professor, Chemistry 2010
Bachelor’s (B.S.), South Dakota State University
Master’s (M.S.), Oregon State University
Doctorate (D.A.), Middle Tennessee State University

Devon Estes
Assistant Professor, Art Graphics 2011
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Cornell College
Master’s (M.F.A.), Iowa State University

Gloria J. Faine
Professor, Teacher Education 1999
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Langston University
Master’s (M.S.), Northeastern State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Oklahoma State University

Larry Flatt
Associate Professor, Teacher Education 2005
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Northeastern Oklahoma State University
Master’s (M.Ed.), University of Missouri-Columbia
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Missouri-Columbia

Michael D. Fletcher
Professor, Biology 1994
Director of Environmental Health
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Southwest Missouri State University
Master’s (M.S.), University of Oklahoma
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Oklahoma State University

Hillary Fogerty
Assistant Professor, English & Philosophy 2008
Bachelor’s (B.A.), University of California, Berkeley
Master’s (M.A.), University of Washington
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Washington

Rolland Fraser
Instructor, Biology 2006
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Emporia State University
Master’s (M.S.), Emporia State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.) University of Nebraska-Lincoln

C. Elaine Freeman
Professor, Teacher Education 1980
Bachelor’s (A.B.), Pittsburg State University
Master’s (M.S.), Pittsburg State University
Specialist (Ed.S.), Pittsburg State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Tulsa
Summer Studies, Oxford University, England

Brian Fronzaglia
Assistant Professor, Music 2006
Director of Percussion Studies
Director of Athletic Bands
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Pennsylvania State University
Master’s (M.M.A.), Michigan State University
Graduate Studies, University of Missouri-Kansas City

Rebecca S. Gallemore
Assistant Professor, Teacher Education 2006
Bachelors (B.S.), Northern Illinois University
Master’s (M.S.), Northern Illinois University
Specialist (Ed.S.), Missouri State University

Michael P. Garoutte
Professor, Chemistry 1997
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State College
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Kansas

Deborah Gerecke
Assistant Professor, Dental Hygiene 2006
Director of Dental Hygiene Programs
Associate’s (A.A.S.), Illinois Central College
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Missouri, Kansas City
Master’s (M.A.), Southeast Missouri State University

Lynell Gilbert-Saunders
Assistant Professor, Chemistry 2006
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Missouri-Rolla

William Gray
Instructor, Kinesiology 2008
Head Softball Coach
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Pittsburg State University 
Master’s (M.S.), Texas Women’s University

George C. Greenlee
Professor, English & Philosophy 1970
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Northeast Louisiana State College
Master’s (M.A.), Northeast Louisiana State College
Doctoral Studies, North Texas State University

Jill Greer
Associate Professor, Sociology, 2005
Bachelor’s (B.A.), University of Arkansas
Master’s (M.A.), University of Missouri – Columbia
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Missouri – Columbia
Postgraduate Studies, University of Arizona
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John D. Groesbeck
Professor, Economics and Management 2012
Dean, School of Business Administration
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Boise State University
Master’s (M.S.S.), Utah State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Utah State University

Conrad E. Gubera
Professor, Sociology 1967
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Pittsburg State University
Master’s (M.S.), Pittsburg State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Oklahoma State University
Post-Doctoral Studies, Columbia University/University of Chicago
Fellow with National Council on US-Arab Relations, Washington, DC
Fellow with East-West Center, University of Hawaii (Honolulu)
Fulbright-Hayes Scholar (Hungary & Poland)
Fulbright-Hayes Scholar (Egypt)

Béatrice Haase-Dubuis
Assistant Professor, Foreign Languages 2005
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Université de Dijon
CAPES (Secondary Education Certification), Paris
Master’s (M.A.), Université de Dijon
Master’s (M.A.), University of Arkansas
Doctorate (A.B.D.), University of Arkansas

Holly Hackett
Assistant Professor, Psychology 2011
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.A.), New Mexico State University

Lorinda Hackett
Assistant Professor, Teacher Education 2006
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Northwest Missouri State University
Master’s (M.S.Ed.), Northwest Missouri State University
Specialist (Ed.S.), Pittsburg State University

Lauren Haggard
Assistant Professor, Nursing 2010
Bachelor’s (B.S.N.), Lincoln University
Master’s (M.S.N.), University of Missouri-Columbia
Doctoral Studies, Capella University

Linda M. Hand 
Professor, Mathematics 1988
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Missouri-Rolla
Master’s (M.S.), Central Missouri State University
Doctorate (Ed.D.), Oklahoma State University

Dennis R. Harmon
Professor, Mathematics 1989
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Oklahoma
Master’s (M.A.), University of Oklahoma
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Oklahoma

Sheila A. Hart
Assistant Professor, Nursing 2002
Bachelor’s (B.S.N.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.S.N.), University of Missouri-Columbia
Doctoral Studies, Capella University

Patricia Hempsmyer
Assistant Professor, Nursing 2005
Bachelor’s (B.S.N.) Wichita State University
Master’s (M.S.N.) Wichita State University 

Dennis L. Herr
Associate Professor, Computer Information Science 1985
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.B.A.), Pittsburg State University
Certified Data Processor (CDP)

Robert (Kip) Heth
Associate Professor, Biology 2000
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Illinois State University
Master’s (M.Div.), Central Baptist Theological Seminary
Master’s (M.S.), Northeastern State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Arkansas

Cherona Hicklin
Assistant Professor, Teacher Education 2010
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.S.), Pittsburg State University
Specialist (Ed.S.), Southwest Baptist University
Doctoral Studies, Southwest Baptist University

Jean M. Hobbs
Associate Professor, Kinesiology 1991
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State College
Master’s (M.S.), Baylor University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Arkansas

Delores A. Honey
Professor, 1980
Assistant Vice President for Assessment and Institutional Research
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Southwest Missouri State University
Master’s (M.Ed.), University of Missouri-Columbia
Specialist (Ed.S.), Pittsburg State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Missouri-Columbia
Summer Studies, Oxford University, England

Sherman X. Hou
Professor, Foreign Languages 1996
Head, Department of Foreign Languages
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Donghua University
Master’s (M.A.), Beijing Foreign Language University
Master’s (M.A.), University of Hawaii at Manoa
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Nova Southeastern University

Michael Howarth
Assistant Professor, English & Philosophy 2008
Director of Honors Program
Bachelor’s (B.A.), James Madison University
Master’s (M.A.), University of Alaska at Anchorage
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Louisiana at Lafayette

Elke M. Howe
Associate Professor, Engineering Technology 2001
Head, Department of Engineering Technology
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.T.), Pittsburg State University
Master’s (M.B.A.), Pittsburg State University
Doctorate (Ed.D.), University of Arkansas
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Ronda Hubbard
Assistant Professor, Kinesiology 2001
Assistant Women’s Basketball Coach
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Southwest Missouri State University
Master’s (M.S.), Southwest Baptist University
Specialist (Ed.S.), University of Missouri-Kansas City
Ph.D. Candidate, University of Missouri-Kansas City

Loreen R. Huffman
Professor, Psychology 1996
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Pennsylvania State University
Master’s (M.S.), Rutgers University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Rutgers University

William E. Huffman
Professor, Accounting 2000
Bachelor’s (B.B.A.), Pittsburg State University
Master’s (M.Acct.), Kansas State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of North Texas
Certified Public Accountant (CPA)

Vivian Jackson
Assistant Professor, Nursing 2011
Bachelor’s (B.S.N.), Pittsburg State University
Master’s (M.S.N.), University of Kansas

Karen Jacobs
Instructor, Dental Hygiene 2007
Associate’s (A.S.), Missouri Southern State University

Anne M. Jaros
Professor, Theatre 1989
Bachelor’s (B.F.A.), University of Illinois
Master’s (M.F.A.), Northwestern University

David Jerome
Assistant Professor, Political Science 2009
Bachelor’s (B.S.B.A.), Central Missouri State University
Master’s (M.B.A.), Florida Tech
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Arkansas

Donna Johnson
Associate Professor, Biology 2006
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Missouri
Doctorate (D.V.M.), University of Missouri

Kerry D. Johnson
Professor, Mathematics 1998
Head, Department of Mathematics
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Arkansas Tech University
Master’s (M.S.), Oklahoma State University
Doctorate (Ed.D.), Oklahoma State University

Lisa Kelley
Instructor, Dental Hygiene 2009
Associate’s (A.S.), University of Southern Indiana (Dental Hygiene)
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Southern Indiana (Health Sciences)

Michael C. Kennedy
Associate Professor, Biology 2001
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Montana Tech
Master’s (M.S.), Montana Tech

Kimberly Kester
Assistant Professor, Institute of International Studies
Director, International English Program
Bachelor’s (B.A.) University of North Carolina, Pembroke
Master’s (M.Ed.) Grand Canyon University

James E. Kilpatrick, Jr.
Associate Professor, Foreign Languages 2004
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.A.), University of Arkansas
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Kansas

Hyunjung Kim
Assistant Professor, Communication 2011
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Seoul Women’s University
Master’s (M.A.), Florida State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), SUNY Buffalo

Timothy Klein
Assistant Professor, Theatre 2008
Bachelor’s (B.A.), St. Bonaventure University
Terminal Degree (M.F.A.), University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

John S. Knapp, Jr.
Professor, Geophysics 1989
Bachelor’s (A.B.), University of California Berkeley
Master’s (M.S.), University of Washington
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Washington
Summer Studies, Oxford University; University of Cambridge, England

Claudia Koch
Assistant Professor, Engineering Technology 2008
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Freiberg University of Mining & Technology 
Master’s (M.A.), Pittsburg State University 

Karen Kostan
Assistant Professor, Psychology 2008
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Wisconsin
Master’s (M.A.), University of California-Davis
Ph.D. Candidate, University of California-Davis

William A. Kumbier
Professor, English & Philosophy 1989
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Michigan State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), State University of New York at Buffalo

Richard A. Laird
Professor, Mathematics 2000
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Emporia State University
Master’s (M.S.), Emporia State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Kansas State University
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Richard E. La Near
Professor, Finance 1987
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Pittsburg State University
Master’s (M.B.A.), Memphis State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Mississippi

Kelly B. Larson
Associate Professor, Communication 1999
Head, Department of Communication
Director of Debate and Forensics
Bachelor’s (B.S.), North Dakota State University
Master’s (M.A.), North Dakota State University
Ph.D. Candidate, University of Missouri-Columbia

Grant Lathrom
Associate Professor, Mathematics 2006
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri State University
Master’s (M.S.), Missouri State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Missouri University of Science & Technology

Michael A. Lawson
Professor, Biology 1991
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Missouri Southern State College
Master’s (M.S.), Pittsburg State University
Doctorate (Ed.D.), University of Missouri – Columbia

Crystal R. Lemmons
Associate Professor, Biology 2001
Head, Department of Biology & Environmental Health
Doctorate (D.V.M.), University of Missouri-Columbia

Emily Leslie
Instructor, Dental Hygiene 2011
Bachelor’s (B.S.D.H.), Southern Illinois University-Carbondale

Ann Lile
Assistant Professor, Theatre 2008
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Midwestern State University
Master’s (M.S.), East Texas State University
Master’s (M.Ed.), Kent State University

James E. Lile, Jr.
Associate Professor, Theatre 2004
Head, Department of Theatre
Interim Head, Department of Art
Bachelor’s (B.A.), East Texas State University
Master’s (M.A.), East Texas State University
Doctorate (Ph. D.), Kent State University

J. Mari Beth Linder
Professor, Nursing 1999
Director of Nursing
Bachelor’s (B.S.N.), Pittsburg State University
Master’s (M.S.N.), University of Mississippi
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Missouri-Kansas City

Patsy K. Lipira
Professor, Kinesiology 1981
Head, Department of Kinesiology
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Northwest Missouri State University
Master’s (M.S.), Kansas State University
Doctorate (Ed.D.), University of Arkansas

Susana Liso
Assistant Professor, Foreign Language 2011
Bachelor’s (B.A.), University of Navarra
Master’s (M.A.), Ohio State University
Doctorate (Ph. D.), Ohio State University

Erica Little
Assistant Professor, Dental Hygiene 2004
Associate’s (A.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.P.H.), A. T. Still University

Kexi Liu
Professor, Music 1991
Director of Suzuki Violin Academy
Director of Southern Symphony Orchestra
Director of String Studies
Master’s (M.M.), East Carolina University
Doctorate (D.M.A.), University of North Carolina at Greensboro

Kristen Livingston
Assistant Professor, Communication 2009
Associate’s (A.S.), Independence Community College 
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Pittsburg State University 
Master’s (M.A.), Pittsburg State University

David A. Locher
Professor, Sociology 1996
Head, Department of Social Science
Bachelor’s (B.G.S.), Kent State University
Master’s (M.A.), Kent State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Kent State University

Jeffrey Macomber
Associate Professor, Music 2002
Head, Department of Music
Director of Brass Studies, Arranging & Theory
Bachelor’s (B.M.), Bowling Green State University
Master’s (M.M.), Bowling Green State University
Doctorate (D.M.A.), University of Iowa

Josie Mai
Associate Professor, Art 2005
Bachelor’s (B.A.E.) University of Kansas
Master’s (M.F.A.), Parsons School of Design

Terry D. Marion
Professor, Management 1976
International Trade and Quality Center 
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Southwest Missouri State University
Master’s (M.S.), Pittsburg State University
Specialist (Ed.S.), Pittsburg State University
A.B.D., University of Arkansas
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James J. Marsh
Assistant Professor, Engineering Technology 2011
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Master’s (M.B.A.), Lawrence Tech University

Daniel B. Marsh
Professor, Physics 1997
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Drury College
Master’s (M.S.), University of Arkansas
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Missouri-Rolla 

Christi Mattix
Instructor, Accounting 2011
Bachelor’s (B.S.B.A), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.B.A.), Pittsburg State University

Robert D. McDermid
Professor, Psychology 1990
Head, Department of Psychology
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Graceland College
Master’s (M.S.Ed.), University of Kansas
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Kansas

Wendy McGrane
Associate Professor, Library 1999
Library Director
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Mercer University
Master’s (M.L.S.), University of Oklahoma

Holly McSpadden
Professor, English & Philosophy 1999
Bachelor’s (B.A.), University of Colorado
Master’s (M.A.), University of Texas
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Texas

Thor Mednick
Assistant Professor, Art History 2010
Bachelor’s (B.F.A.), University of Southern California
Master’s (M.A.), University of Southern California
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Indiana University

John P. Messick
Professor, Biology 1984
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Southwest Missouri State University
Master’s (M.S.), University of Idaho
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Idaho

Richard B. Miller
Professor, Sociology 1985
Dean, School of Arts and Sciences
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Henderson State University
Master’s (M.A.), University of Memphis 
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Oklahoma State University

Maryann Mitts
Instructor, Kinesiology 2001
Head Women’s Basketball Coach
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Rockhurst College
Master’s (M.A.), University of Missouri-Kansas City

Teresa Diane Moore
Assistant Professor, Dental Hygiene 1999
Bachelor’s (B.G.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.S.), Pittsburg State University
Specialist (Ed.S.), Pittsburg State University

J. Chris Moos
Assistant Professor, International Business 2003
Head, Department of Marketing and Management
Bachelor’s (B.S.B.A.), Wichita State University
Master’s (M.B.A.), Wichita State University
Doctoral Studies, Swiss Management Center University

Patricia Murphy
Professor, English & Philosophy 1999
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Indiana University
Master’s (M.A.), Northwestern University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Iowa

Douglas Myers
Instructor, Management 2011
Bachelor’s (B.S.B.A), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.B.A.), Missouri State University

Brian K. Nichols
Associate Professor, Finance 2000
Bachelor’s (B.S.B.A.), Missouri Southern State College
Master’s (M.B.A.), University of Chicago
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Arkansas

Charles E. Nodler
Professor, Library 1978
Archivist/Reference Librarian
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.A.), University of Texas at Arlington
Master’s (M.L.S.), University of Missouri-Columbia
Certificate of Archival Administration (CAA)
Certified Archivist (CA)

Jack L. Oakes
Professor, Computer Information Science 1983
Head, Department of Computer Information Science
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.S.), University of Wisconsin
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Missouri-Rolla

Danny C. Overdeer
Professor, Teacher Education 1990
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Missouri Southern State University
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Oklahoma State University
Master’s (M.S.), Oklahoma State University
Doctorate (Ed.D.), Oklahoma State University

Leslie Parker
Assistant Professor, Foreign Languages 2003
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.A.), University of Arkansas - Fayetteville
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Brett Peine
Instructor, Paramedic 2011
Director, EMS
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Pittsburg State University
Paramedic Licensure – Missouri, Kansas

Alla Peters
Assistant Professor, Biology 2011
Doctorate (M.D.), Northern State Medical University

Nanette Philibert
Associate Professor, Management 2006
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of the State of New York, Albany
Master’s (M.Ed.), Texas Woman’s University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of North Texas

William T. Pinet
Associate Professor, Computer Information Science 1997
Bachelor’s (B.S.), The School of the Ozarks
Master’s (M.S.), University of Missouri-Rolla

Glenda A. Pippin
Director, Respiratory Therapy 2000
Bachelor’s (B.S.), California College for Health Sciences
Registered Respiratory Therapist (RRT)
Certified Pulmonary Function Technologist (CPFT)
Neonatal/Pediatric Specialist (NPS)

Frank Pishkur
Associate Professor, Art 2005
Bachelor’s (B.F.A.), Indiana State University
Master’s (M.F.A.), Wichita State University

Karen E. Plucinksi
Associate Professor, Biology 2002
Bachelor’s (B.A.), University of New Hampshire
Master’s (M.A.), University of Montana
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Maine

Deborah J. Pulliam
Professor, Teacher Education 1994
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Southwest Missouri State University
Master’s (M.S.), University of Missouri-Columbia
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Missouri-Columbia

Richard B. Rawlins
Professor, Finance 1988
Bachelor’s (B.S.) University of Missouri-Columbia
Master’s (M.S.), Oklahoma State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Arkansas

David “Rusty” Raymond
Assistant Professor, Music 1999
Director of Bands
Bachelor’s (B.M.E.), Northeast Missouri State University
Master’s (M.A.), Northeast Missouri State University

Ronnie Ressel
Instructor, Kinesiology 2002
Assistant Men’s Basketball Coach
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Missouri Southern State College
Master’s (M.E.), William Woods University

Keith Robertson
Associate Professor, Teacher Education 2003
Director of Clinical Field Experiences
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), University of Missouri-Columbia
Master’s (M.Ed.), University of Missouri-Columbia
Specialist in Education (Ed.S.), Southeast Missouri State University
Doctoral Studies-Vanderbilt University

Michael T. Rodgers
Associate Professor, English & Philosophy 1987
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Central State University, Ohio
Master’s (M.A.), Pittsburg State University
Doctoral Studies, University of Tulsa

Vickie R. Roettger
Professor, Biology 1997
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Iowa
Medical Technologist Certification (ASCP), University of Iowa
Master’s (M.S.), University of Iowa
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Wright State University

Kim Rogers
Assistant Professor, Dental Hygiene 2000
Associate’s (A.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Bachelor’s (B.G.S.), Missouri Southern State University

Tom Rutledge
Assistant Professor, Kinesiology 1988
Head Men’s Cross Country/Track and Field Coach
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Quachita Baptist University
Master’s (M.Ed.), Henderson State University

J. Stephen Schiavo
Associate Professor, Computer Information Science 2001
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Trinity University
Master’s (M.S.), University of Texas-San Antonio

Alan Schiska
Assistant Professor, Radiologic Technology 2001
Director, Radiologic Technology
Associate’s (A.S.), Missouri Southern State College
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State College
Master’s (M.S.E.), Pittsburg State University

Gerald T. Schlink
Professor, Biology 1989
Bachelor’s (B.A.), University of Missouri
Master’s (M.S.), University of Missouri
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Missouri
Post-Doctoral Studies, University of Missouri
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Thomas Schmidt
Associate Professor, Marketing 2011
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Drury University
Master’s (M.B.A.), Drury University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Saint Louis University

Trina J. Scott
Professor, Criminal Justice 1994
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Indiana University
Law Degree (J.D.), University of Missouri-Columbia

Stacie Scrivner
Instructor, Dental Hygiene 2009
Associate’s (A.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Bachelor’s (B.H.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.Ed.), William Woods University

David Sharlow
Associate Professor, Music 2010
Director of Choral Studies
Bachelor’s (B.M.E.), Friends University
Master’s (M.M.E.), Wichita State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Missouri-Kansas City

Dale W. Simpson
Professor, English & Philosophy 1979
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Harding University
Master’s (M.A.), University of North Texas
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of North Texas
Oxford Summer Study, 2001

Shanna Slavings
Assistant Professor, Communication 2010
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri State University
Master’s (M.A.), Missouri State University

David M. Smith
Professor, Accounting 1995
Head, Department of Accounting and Finance/Economics
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Master’s (M.A.S.), University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of North Texas
Certified Public Accountant (CPA)

Jill A. Smith
Assistant Professor, Accounting 1996
Bachelor’s (B.S.B.A.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.B.A.), University of Minnesota
Certified Public Accountant (CPA)

Stephen D. Smith
Associate Professor, Geography 2004
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Central Arkansas
Master’s (M.S.), Georgia Institute of Technology
Master’s (M.A.), Pennsylvania State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Pennsylvania State University
Postgraduate Studies, University of Michigan
Freeman Foundation Scholar, Japan Studies Association

Susan K. Smith
Professor, Music 1996
Director of Vocal Studies
Bachelor’s (B.M.), University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Master’s (M.M.), University of Northern Colorado
Doctorate (D.A.), University of Northern Colorado

Debra Snodgrass
Assistant Professor, Music 2007
Music for Elementary Schools and Piano
Bachelor’s (B.M.), Pittsburg State University
Master’s (M.M.), Pittsburg State University

Richard E. Spencer
Assistant Professor, Criminal Justice 1995
Interim Head, Department of Criminal Justice
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.S.), Central Missouri State University

Vikki J. Spencer
Professor, Teacher Education 1989
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), University of Missouri
Master’s (M.S.), Pittsburg State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Kansas

J. J. Spurlin, Jr.
Associate Professor, Criminal Justice 1998
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.S.), Pittsburg State University
Specialist (Ed.S.), Pittsburg State University

Chad D. Stebbins
Professor, Communication 1984
Director, Institute of International Studies
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.A.), Central Missouri State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Bowling Green State University

Tia Marie Strait
Professor, Dental Hygiene 1991
Dean, School of Health Sciences, Public Safety and Technology
Associate’s (A.S.), Missouri Southern State College
Bachelor’s (B.G.S.), Missouri Southern State College
Master’s (M.S.), Pittsburg State University
Doctorate (Ed.D.), Saint Louis University

Olive Sullivan
Assistant Professor, Communications 2011
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Pittsburg State University
Master’s (M.A.), University of Colorado

John H. Summerfield
Professor, Chemistry 1995
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Portland State University
Bachelor’s (B.S.), The Evergreen State College
Doctorate (Ph.D.) Oregon State University
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Pedro L. Talavera-Ibarra
Professor, Foreign Languages 1995
Bachelor’s (B.A.), People’s Friendship University of Russia
Master’s (M.A.), People’s Friendship University of Russia
Master’s (M.A.), University of Texas at Austin
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Texas at Austin

William Z. Tannenbaum
Professor, History 1991
Bachelor’s (B.A.), University of California, Davis
Master’s (M.A.), University of California, Davis
Master’s (M.A.), Stanford University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Stanford University
Post-Doctoral Studies, University of Munich, Hebrew University
of Jerusalem, Tel Aviv University

Gail A. Taubel
Instructor, Dental Hygiene 2007
Associate’s (A.A.), East Central College
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Missouri-Kansas City
Master’s (M.Ed.), William Woods University

Paul Teverow
Professor, History 1982
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Case Western Reserve University
Master’s (M.A.), Ohio State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Ohio State University
Summer Studies, Oxford University, England

Achala Tiwari
Assistant Professor, English & Philosophy 2010
Bachelor’s (B.A.), University of Jabalpur
Master’s (M.A.), University of Jabalpur
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Jabalpur

Cliff Toliver
Associate Professor, English & Philosophy 2001
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Texas Tech University
Master’s (M.A.), University of Texas
Law Degree (J.D.), University of Texas
Doctorate (Ph.D), University of Texas

Susan Tucker
Assistant Professor, Psychology 2010
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Missouri Western State College
Master’s (M.A.), University of Missouri
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Missouri

L. Hartford Tunnell
Associate Professor, Computer Information Science 1985
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Texas A & M University
Master’s (M.Ed.), Texas State University
Certified Data Processor (CDP)
Graduate Studies, Incarnate Word University, St. Mary’s University

David Varmecky
Assistant Professor, Art 2009
Bachelor’s (B.F.A.), Kansas City Art Institute
Master’s (M.F.A.), University of Tulsa

Patricia D. Vavra
Assistant Professor, Kinesiology 1994
Head Women’s Cross Country/Track and Field Coach
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State College
Master’s (M.S.), Pittsburg State University

Juan L. Vázquez
Professor, Mathematics 1992
Bachelor’s (B.A.), University of Puerto Rico
Master’s (M.Ed.), University of Illinois
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Florida

T. A. Vernon
Professor, Management 1988
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Tennessee-Knoxville
Master’s (M.B.A.), University of Mississippi
Doctorate (D.B.A.), Louisiana Tech University
CQE (Certified Quality Engineer)

Steven T. Wagner
Professor, History 2000
Bachelor’s (B.A.), Purdue University
Master’s (M.A.), Purdue University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Purdue University
Summer Studies, Oxford University, England

Lydia Welhan
Instructor, Library 2009
Technical Services Librarian
Bachelor’s (B.A.), University of Idaho
Bachelor’s (B.M.), University of Idaho
Master’s (M.M.), University of Maryland
Master’s (M.L.S.), Indiana University

N. Ree Wells-Lewis
Professor, Sociology 1993
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Louisiana State University
Master’s (M.A.), Louisiana State University
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Louisiana State University
Summer Studies, University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad, India

Scott J. Wells
Professor, Biology 1993
Doctorate (D.V.M.), University of Missouri

Norton Wheeler
Assistant Professor, History 2008
Bachelor’s (B.A.), University of Kansas
Master’s (M.A.), University of Kansas
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Kansas

Rhonda L. White
Assistant Professor, Dental Hygiene 1987
Bachelor’s (B.S.), University of Missouri-Kansas City

Daniel Williams
Assistant Professor, Theatre 2011
Bachelor’s (B.F.A.), Tarkio College
Master’s (M.F.A.), Southern Illinois University-Carbondale
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Tim Wilson
Assistant Professor, Criminal Justice 2006
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Missouri Southern State University
Master’s (M.S.), University of Central Missouri

Phillip C. Wise
Professor, Music 1995
Director of Jazz Studies
Director of Music Education
Bachelor’s (B.A.), William Penn University
Master’s (M.A.), California State University, Dominguez Hills
Doctorate (Ph.D.), Union Institute & University

David Wright
Instructor, Kinesiology 2005
Assistant Softball Coach
Bachelor’s (B.S.E.), Central Missouri State University
Master’s (Administration), Southwest MO. State University
Specialist (Administration), Central Missouri State University

Ann C. Wyman
Associate Professor, Political Science 2003
Bachelor’s (B.S.), Lindenwood College
Master’s (M.A.), Mississippi State University
Master’s (M.A.), University of Maryland
Doctorate (Ph.D.), University of Maryland
Summer Studies, Oxford University, England

Tanya Yantis
Instructor, Marketing 2011
Bachelor’s (B.S.B.A.), Southeast Missouri State University
Master’s (M.B.A.), Southeast Missouri State University

Emeritus Faculty

Enid Blevins
English 1966

Betsy Griffin 
Psychology 1978

Duane L. Hunt
Theatre 1964 

J. Merrell Junkins
Psychology 1963

Virginia Laas 
History 1988 

Julio S. León
Business 1969

William Livingston
Mathematics 1968

Richard Massa 
Communications 1972

Melvyn Mosher 
Chemistry 1974

(Date is first year of service.)
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