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itled “Justice in Marengo
County,” the article begins:

“Exposing corruption in a very 
small town can be dangerous, 
especially when the source of it 
is the popular local sheriff. 
One crusading editor and his wife
found this out the hard way when
they were abandoned by friends 
and neighbors, harassed with 
death threats and seemingly 
ignored by law enforcement 
agencies. Yet Goodloe and Jean 
Sutton would not give up. The 
day of reckoning, they were 
certain, would come. The question
was: would they and their family 
be alive to see it?”

The story begins in 1991, 
when Marengo County elected 
an Alabama state trooper named
Roger Davis as sheriff. Although
Davis seemed to crack down 
on crime and drugs, the Suttons 
were tipped off that he was using 

Truth Seekers
ISWNE member Goodloe Sutton, 
publisher of The Democrat-Reporter
in Linden, Ala., is featured in a 25-page
article in the February issue of 
Reader’s Digest.

T

‘Justice
in Marengo
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‘Justice
in Marengo
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continued on page 2

The greatest 
satisfaction 
is that as a 
newspaper 
we did all we 
could, and the
authorities 
took it the 
rest of 
the way.

Goodloe & Jean Sutton
Reader’s Digest photo
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Roger
Davis
Marengo 
County sheriff,
former Alabama
state patrol 
officer

Goodloe Sutton, 61, received a B.S. in journalism 
from the University of Southern Mississippi in 1963 and
became editor and publisher of The Democrat-Reporter in
Linden, Ala., a year later. He married Jean Rodgers of
Jackson, Miss., on Aug. 8, 1964.

Goodloe received the Hugh M. Hefner First Amendment
Award in 1998 for his expose of Marengo County Sheriff
Roger Davis and the corruption in his department. He was
featured on the Oprah Winfrey Show on July 30, 1998, and
NBC’s “Dateline” on May 16, 1999.

Goodloe is writing a book about his newspaper’s 
investigation into the corruption of the sheriff’s 
department. A draft is in the hands of five literary agents.

The Suttons have two sons, Goodloe Jr., 28, and 
William, 15.

the county’s drug enforcement fund
to buy personal items. On several
occasions, The Democrat-Reporter
reported that Davis was ordered by
the state to repay the drug fund.
The Suttons began asking the
Alabama attorney general and the
Alabama Ethics
Commission to
investigate, but
their pleas seemed
to fall on deaf ears.

The people of
Linden turned 
on the Suttons as 
well, threatening 
violence against the
couple and their
two sons if they
continued their
“negative, biased,
and slanted 
reporting.” At the
same time, The
Democrat-Reporter
was losing about
$1,000 each week
in advertising 
revenues. Much to
the paper’s dismay,
the embattled Davis was reelected
in 1994. The threats picked up,
including one from Davis’ chief
drug enforcement officer to plant
drugs in the Suttons’ house and
office.

The Democrat-Reporter received 
a shot in the arm when a deputy
sheriff began meeting secretly with

a special agent from the Alabama
attorney general’s office. In the
meantime, the sheriff and two of
his deputies were busy extorting
money from a drug dealer and 
a bail-bonding business in Marengo
County. To further increase 

their take, they 
eventually 
decided to become 
marijuana 
suppliers. When 
a deputy paid
$8,000 to an
undercover state
agent in May 1997
for 10 pounds of 
marijuana, the
game was up.

Sheriff Davis was
arrested soon after
for accepting 
$975 from the 
bail bondsman,
sentenced to 
27 months in
prison, and
ordered to pay
$43,000 in fines,
back taxes, and 

restitution. The county’s chief drug
enforcement officer was sentenced
to life in federal prison without
parole.

“The greatest satisfaction is that as
a newspaper we did all we could,
and the authorities took it the rest
of the way,” Reader’s Digest quotes
Sutton as saying.

George 
Barrows
special agent 
with the 
Alabama 
attorney 
general’s 
office

Who’s Who

Jesse
Langley
Marengo 
County 
deputy 
& local 
hero

E. T.
Rolinson
Veteran 
criminal 
prosecutor 
in the U.S.
Attorney’s 
office

The people behind the story
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The people of Linden
turned on the Suttons 
as well, threatening 
violence against the 

couple and their 
two sons if they 
continued their 

“negative, biased, and
slanted reporting.”

About 
Goodloe 
Sutton



What kind of a response
did you receive from the
article in Reader’s Digest?
The first call was in 
mid-January from
Modesto, Calif. A woman

could not believe what we have
endured. The next day, one from
Denver; third day, Salt Lake City;
then three or four a day every day
and night — 30 minutes to 90 
minutes per call; plus about 
a hundred letters and other 
forms of correspondence; plus, 
thousands of compliments from
local people, other publishers, 
and editors at the Alabama Press
winter convention; and heaven
only knows what is next. The calls
and letters ranged from lavish
compliments to pleas for help,
and even one or two were from
people who had read the New
York Times story in June 1998 and
had written for help then — they
said we inspired them to stick 
with their cause, believe in help
from God, and used some of 
the techniques of investigative
reporting, and persevered in
pleading with state and federal
officials to intervene. I didn’t
know we had done that, but I
guess we had. We simply tried to
do our best as journalists, giving
our readers the facts. Then, we
had to take action as responsible
citizens to protect the people of
this county, and yes, to protect
our own lives.

What is the latest on 
Sheriff Davis?
Sheriff Davis is back at his
home in the rural section
of southeastern Marengo

County. He may face more
charges soon; however, he 
apparently is planning to get 
back into the drug business, and
the FBI, DEA, ABI, and attorney 
general all know this, but they
won’t tell me a thing. They didn’t
in the first place! Damn them!
(Not really.) He poses a threat to

my family, but police randomly
patrol our street once or twice
every hour to show presence 
and thereby deter any ideas Davis
may have. He has gone back to
Wesley Chapel United Methodist
Church and stood up and
announced, “I have been accused
of a lot of things, but I didn’t do
any of them.”

Are there any plans to
make a move or TV movie
based on your story?
In 1999, my attorney
advised me not to accept
$300,000 for the movie

rights because there was no clause
in the contract to pay us a small
percentage of the gross revenue
each year in the future. (One of
the children in The Sound of
Music got $38 last year for 
royalties while the maker received
millions. Maybe my lawyer was
right.) Anyway, another agent
told me a few weeks ago the
future royalties would be no 

problem. There are no dollars 
in hand, yet.

Is there anything else 
you’d like to tell your 
fellow ISWNE members?
My experiences with 
each of you has been 
most rewarding and I

have learned a lot. If any of you
has a really bad pun-y joke I can
get on Dick McCord, please send it
to me. He told me the one about
the ‘Moron Tab and Apple Choir’
in 1998 and I haven’t gotten over
that yet. Also, tell Dick McCord 
to call Bob Martin at the
Montgomery Independent in
Montgomery, Ala. Gannett
bought the capital city daily 
and Martin is edgy. Finally, the
sheriff’s offer to burn our home
with us in it has been met by a
force greater than me, and He has
always protected Jean, William,
Goodloe Jr., and me. Thanks!

with
Goodloe

Sutton
Q
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lived over 50 years without
ever going to Las Vegas. And, 

if I live another 50, I am sure I could
get by without returning. But I hope 
I don’t have to.

It’s not that Las Vegas turned out to
be my all-time favorite place. But it is
interesting enough that I would like
to go back someday. I certainly
wouldn’t go out there for the 
gambling. What little gambling 
I want to do can be done much 
closer to home.

I recently did have an honest 
reason to go. It was for a directors’
meeting of the International Society 
of Weekly Newspaper Editors.

Carolyn and I decided that since 
neither one of us had ever been to
Vegas, we would go a little bit early
and make a mini vacation of it. It
was a very small vacation because
flying out there on
Thursday and back
on Sunday afternoon
does not leave much
time for sightseeing.
Especially when
Saturday is 
consumed by an 
all-day meeting.

But it did give us a
little time to get the
flavor of Las Vegas. I
guess travelers get the
flavor just as soon as
they arrive. Walking
off the plane and
into the airport
requires going right
past the slot
machines. Arriving 
at the hotel, we 
were also confronted
by slot machines as
we checked in.

For those who are
familiar with Vegas
strip, we stayed at the Riviera. It is
one of the older hotels, from the
1960s. The Riviera is at the opposite
end of the strip from the new huge
hotels like the MGM Grand,
Mandalay Bay and Luxor.

My favorite part of Las Vegas was not
Las Vegas at all. 

It was the trip on Friday to Hoover

Dam. Carolyn and I had both been
fascinated by TV documentaries
about the building of Hoover Dam, or
Boulder Dam as it was first named. 

While it is only a fraction as long as
the Smithland Dam, Hoover Dam is
726 feet high and at the base is 660
feet thick. It dams the Black Canyon

of the Colorado River
forming Lake Mead,
which is 115 miles
long.

During its 
construction in the
early 1930s, 3,500
people worked on the
dam at all times. It
was a massive project
for those days, or
even now. To furnish
a place for the 
workers to live, and 
to try to keep them
out of rowdy Las
Vegas, the town of
Boulder City was
built. 

It was one of the first
planned communities
in the United States.
Today it looks like a
very nice place to live.
Unlike most of
Nevada, gambling 

is not allowed in Boulder City.

Two other places near Las Vegas I
would like to have visited are Red
Rock Cannon and Mt. Charleston.
Unfortunately, we ran out of time
before driving to them.

Several members of our group bought
advanced tickets for a spectacular
water show called “O.” By the time I 

got around to trying to purchase 
tickets, they only had individual
restricted view seats behind posts, 
and still the price was $90 per ticket.
So Carolyn and I opted to see the
musical, “Chicago.” That award-
winning musical, set in Chicago in
the late 1920s, was playing in the 
theater of the Mandalay Bay Casino.
The play was very good, the $18 
buffet was OK, but Carolyn and I
were really impressed by the 
extremely clean and well-lighted
parking garage at Mandalay Bay.

To soak up a little bit more of the 
Las Vegas strip, on Saturday night
several of our group went to the
Follies Bergere at the Tropicana
Casino. The Follies include singing
and dancing to all sorts of music with
lovely scenery, interesting set changes
and beautiful bodies. In some cases
the bodies were scantily clad.

Seeing a ballet dancer perform in 
a topless costume gave me a whole
new appreciation for the art of ballet.
Actually, the dancer was so good, that
most of the time you hardly noticed
that she only put on the bottom half
of her costume.

I was a little shocked when the 
special guest comedians came out for
their part of the Follies. They were
Mario and Daniel, two brothers who
had performed in Metropolis, Ill. They
were the opening act for Kenny
Rogers at one of Players summer 
concerts.

Driving down the strip, one sees 
a huge sign about Mr. Las Vegas,
Wayne Newton, being back in town.

Las VegasLas Vegas
Viva

By Clyde Wills, ISWNE Board of Directors
Metropolis Planet

Metropolis, IL

I

It’s not that Las Vegas
turned out to be my 

all-time favorite place.
But it is interesting

enough that I would like
to go back someday. 

I certainly wouldn’t go 
out there for the 

gambling. What little
gambling I want to do can

be done much closer 
to home.

continued on page 5
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ou could almost see it coming,
but you couldn’t get out of the

way, like an Alaskan avalanche.

It is near full employment, or a 
record low 4.0 percent unemployed
nationally. And what it is doing to
small newspapers we need to discuss.
I would like to start a dialogue here.
If you have comments, please 
forward them to me. In the last
month, I have talked to three 
separate editors of small papers, 
with differing employment situations. 

One is in a prosperous factory town, and she can’t
keep help very long. Another runs three newspapers
out of one office, and hired two college graduates this
past summer. “We just kept plugging and promoting
the opportunities we have,” he said. A third took a
couple of months to finds a sports writer, and heard
every excuse known to mankind during the search.

What are you doing to find reporters? Kentucky is
working on a three-week boot camp for beginning
reporters this summer. Growing your own seems to be
one way to go, especially since college students now
often come out with five-figure loans to repay and 
usually can’t afford to start at low salaries.

Do you contact campuses? You almost have to be 
there to sell yourself and your paper as an opportunity
to grow. Sometimes it works, sometimes it doesn’t. Few
smaller papers do, but it did work for the group with
three papers out of one office.

And remember the words of the National Federation of
Press Women, which studied graduates of three Kansas
universities recently. The low salaries cited by some 
of the graduates were not their main concern. Low
salaries were not cited as the major problem. What 
the beginning reporters wanted was the opportunity to
learn new things, flex-time, and good mentors. They

knew they were unsure about themselves, and they
were looking for editors who would take time to help
them with their adjustments. Good editors know these
students may eventually leave, but they still give them
as much opportunity to grow and prosper as they can
while they are at your paper.

Yes, this is going to take more time, but isn’t it better
than not having any help at all?
And what about a bright local high school student
who shows you they can do the work? Could you 
consider helping them with some of their tuition 
in return for a promise of X years with you after 
graduation? 

The bottom line is that newspapers do not improve by
throwing money at their problems. They thrive when
they try innovative solutions to difficult problems. The
best thing an editor/publisher has going for him/her is
an imaginative approach.

Let me hear from you on how you handle your 
editorial staffing needs, and we will share this with
other readers of this newsletter.

Now,
aJust

Minute
aJust

Minute
The so-called thinking man’s

column on journalism

BY RAY LAAKANIEMI
Bowling Green State University

Email rlaakan@bgnet.bgsu.edu or write Box 71, East Tawas, MI. 48730-0071)  Phone (419) 372-2078.

Y

And of course, many of us saw him
in Metropolis, at a much cheaper
price than people pay in Las Vegas.

While Carolyn and I dropped a few
quarters into slot machines never to
see them again, there was one big
winner in our group — or at least a
big winner by not being a big loser.

Prior to going out Saturday night,
several members of our group had
agreed to meet in the bar at the

Riviera Casino. While sitting there
waiting for others to come, this
woman set her purse down beside the
table. As others arrived we decided to
move to another location where more
chairs were available. After moving
to the new location and the last 
people arriving, we all decided it was
time to leave. But lo and behold the
purse had apparently been left on the
floor where we originally were sitting.

Returning to that spot, there was of

course, no purse to be seen. However,
after describing the purse to the 
nearby bartender, it quickly was
brought out from behind the bar 
and given to the frantic woman. 
After being left in the midst of a 
thousand money-hungry people, the
purse was intact with all the money,
credit cards, identification and such
still in it.

I would say that woman was a 
big winner.

Viva Las Vegas continued from page 4



Mary Snow, managing editor of Colorado 
Hometown Newspapers, Lafayette, Colo. Mary 
oversees three paid weekly newspapers — the
Louisville Times, the Lafayette News, and the Erie
Review — and one free weekly newspaper, the
Front Range Review.

From June 1992 to February 1999, Mary was 
operations editor of the Reporter-Herald in
Loveland, Colo. Her duties included overall design
of the paper, supervision of six design 
editors and one weekend editor, story selection
from multiple wire networks, planning for special sections, and
redesign projects. She was news editor of the Port Arthur (Texas)
News from October 1989 to June 1992.

Mary, who has a B.A. in journalism from the University of
Arkansas, has also worked for the Victoria (Texas) Advocate
and the Springdale (Ark.) News.

Percy Pascoe, publisher 
of The Cuba (Mo.) Free 
Press and the Steelville 
Star-Crawford Mirror, took 
a job as a printer with the
Crawford Mirror, a rural
Missouri weekly newspaper,
in 1956. After three years, 
he got the bug to write a 
column, but the publisher
rejected the idea. 

“It was then that I made plans to own a
newspaper so I could control my own destiny
and have the freedom to write,” Percy says. 
“I had no assets, which made it impossible to
get a loan to buy a newspaper.” As a result,
he started The Cuba Free Press in the nearby
town of Cuba on a shoestring in 1960. The
local bank would not grant a loan, but the
friendly owner of a shoe store loaned him the
necessary $3,000.

“The existing newspaper, one of a three-paper
chain, folded six years later,” Percy says.
“During this time, the editor of the other
newspaper made much light in her editorials
of my meager education, describing me as a
still wet-behind-the-ears, 30-year-old Linotype
operator. She was right on the last point.”

In 1980, he started his second newspaper 
with another $3,000 loan. The Steelville Star, a
tabloid, faced the newspaper Percy earlier had
worked for as a printer. It had been purchased
by a multimillion dollar newspaper chain. Six
years later, he bought the 113-year-old Mirror
for a “pittance” and merged it with his Star.
Three years ago, a small weekly newspaper in
a nearby town closed, leaving Percy with the
only two newspapers in the county.

In the 39 years of its existence, The Cuba Free
Press has won 76 awards. Today, Percy, 70, 
is semiretired, but he continues to write 
hard-hitting local editorials, which makes
him a natural for membership in ISWNE, 
and to manage the business side of the two
newspapers. He’s also writing the history of
The Cuba Free Press, titled “I never went to
work.”

“I’m proud to be one of the slowly dying
breed of fiercely independent newspaper 
editors,” he says. “So many newspapers are
being bought up by the giant conglomerates,
most of which are only concerned with the
bottom line. I have been offered a mind-
boggling price for my newspapers, but I will
never sell to them. I plan eventually to sell
my newspapers to my present editor, at a 
figure substantially less than I could get 
from these journalistic parasites.”
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Darryl and Liz Wilkinson, owners of the Gallatin (Mo.) Publishing
Company. Besides printing its own weekly county seat newspaper,
the Gallatin North Missourian, the company’s four-unit web 
press prints about a dozen neighboring weekly newspapers. 
The Wilkinsons are also constructing a regional portal on the
Internet, www.northwestmissouri.com, featuring content from 
11 newspapers.

While raising a family of four children, the Wilkinsons have
worked in community journalism together as a team since the start
of their marriage. Both were members of the student newspaper
staff at Northwest Missouri State University in Maryville. Darryl
and Liz then worked briefly at the Ida County Courier-Reminder in
Ida Grove, Iowa, before operating the Times-Tribune at Grant City,
Mo., for two years. They have worked at the newspaper in Gallatin
since 1978. Two daughters are now enrolled at the University of
Missouri-Columbia and two sons attend Gallatin public schools.

The Wilkinsons have received numerous awards in competition
with other newspapers sponsored by the Missouri Press Association,
including the 1999 Tilghman Cloud Memorial Editorial Award
(Weeklies). Darryl served as president of the Northwest Missouri
Press Association in 1985.

Skip Nichols, editor of the Wise County
Messenger, an 8,000 circulation semi-weekly in
Decatur, Texas. Skip was owner/publisher of the
Crane (Texas) County News from 1992 to 1997.
For 13 years prior to that, he was sports editor
and wire editor of the Walla Walla Union-
Bulletin, a 15,000 circulation daily paper in
Washington. He has also served as sports editor 
of the Casa Grande (Ariz.) Dispatch and
editor/sports editor of the Stephenville (Texas)
Empire-Tribune.

Skip has been married for 29 years to Paula Nichols, who teaches
first grade in Boyd, Texas. They have two daughters: Michelle
Carpenter, a teacher in Anchorage, Alaska, and Jennifer Nichols, a
program manager at PC Service Source in Dallas. Skip holds mem-
berships in the Society of Newspaper Design, the Texas Press
Association, the National Newspaper Association, the Third
Marine Division, the Vietnam Veterans of America, and
Greenpeace.

Nichols

Pascoe

Snow



Charles Mills, of Vandalia, Ill., says he has
not been active in the newspaper business
since he sold the Leader-Union to Landmark
Community Newspapers in Shelbyville, Ky.,
in 1979. 

“I continue to write a weekly column, but I
plan to give that up before long,” Charles
writes. “I turned 84 in February. I think
ISWNE is a great organization. I attended 
one of the early meetings and presented a
program on the local and nationwide
response to The Talk in Vandalia, a book
written by Joe Lyford in 1963. The book was
also used in a number of colleges for the
study of small communities.”

Margaret Howard, of Yellow Springs, Ohio,
writes: “I have decided not to renew my 
membership in ISWNE this year. I am unable
to attend conferences any more and so many
old friends are gone, and consequently I don’t
feel ‘connected’ with ISWNE any more. My
husband, Kieth Howard, was an early 
member and we enjoyed years of wonderful
experiences at the summer meetings of
ISWNE. He died four years ago at age 88. Best
wishes for your service to ISWNE.”

David Grossman, of Marietta, Ga., writes: 
“Years ago I served a term as president 
of ISWNE. Shortly thereafter, I sold my 
newspapers and left the business. It’s been
more than a dozen years since I was involved
in the newspaper business. Please do not feel
obligated to keep me on the list.”
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rain for the next
two days straight
and we won’t be 
able to shoot.

The actors are
getting restless.
The three of us
who own this
project are 
getting irritated.
The schedule is 
basically shot.

The ball 
of twine is 
unraveling and
the downward
spiral is in full
swing.

But just when it
looks like it can’t
get any worse, 
something 
happens and
things get 
better. It’s 
unexplainable.
Maybe it’s the
strong belief that what we
can, in fact, do what we
want. Maybe it’s the sense of
pride we take in wanting to
see this done the right way.
Maybe it’s a spirit saying,
“Okay. Time to be happy
again.”

I don’t know. It just happens.

What I do know is that the

battle is in full
swing.

During my two
months in LA, we
shot four scenes
of The Way;
nearly 10 hours
of footage. It was
all we could do
because of the
circumstances we
were facing. We
shot 10 hours of
footage — a good
start — and I
returned to my
safe haven in
South Dakota.

And we put the
project on hold.

In the next 
few months,
dozens of long
distance phone
conversations
between my
friends and I will

likely take place, during
which time we will come up
with a game plan so we can
finish our project in a timely,
perfect manner.

And reach our own, lofty 
standards on our own perfect
terms.

I think I might get that tattoo
after all.

Farewell...
At the same time ISWNE is adding new 
members, we are sad to report that we have
lost the following three: The Los Angeles Sessions

continued from page 14

Maybe it’s 
the strong belief

that what we can, 
in fact, do what we

want. Maybe it’s 
the sense of pride

we take in wanting
to see this done the

right way. Maybe
it’s a spirit saying,
“Okay. Time to be

happy again.”



Ellen Albanese ellenalbs@aol.com 

Larry Atkinson
atkinson@mobridgetribune.com 

Lisa Atkinson lisatkinson@hotmail.com 

Roberta Atkinson 
atkinsonroberta@hotmail.com 

Phoebe Baker pbaker1793@aol.com 

Maurine Beasley mbeasley@jmail.umd.edu

David R. Bell www.leader@fginet.com 

Charlyne Berens cberens@unlserve.unl.edu

Everett E. Bey evbey@starlink.com

Iris & Howard Blankman
ikehob@freewwweb.com 

Megan Bolin megan@stmatts.org 

Lee Bollinger leebollinger@usa.net

Don Brod broddon@aol.com

David Burke tuamhrld@iol.ie

Joanne Cadogen news@miramichileader.com 

Patricia Calhoun
denver-editorial@westword.com

Bruce Campbell pikepress@adams.net 

Kathryn B. Campbell campbeka@sou.edu 

Mike & Kathy Cleveland news@cabinet.com

Ross Connelly HdwkGazett@aol.com

David Cox roundhouse@centurytel.net

James Cox jcox2@tds.net

Lou Cummins lou.cummins@pop3.hiway.co.uk

Art Drake news@waunakeetribune.com 

Dickey Drysdale editor@quest-net.com 

Bob & MaryLou Estabrook
restabrook@snet.net 

Gloria Freeland gfreela@ksu.edu

Rick Friedman rickf@gis.net 

Frank Garred frank@sequimgazette.com 

Tom Geoghegan tgeoghegan@leinster-times.ie 

Sandra George sgeorge517@aol.com 

Joel Hack stargaze@monitor.net

Renee Harms srvdw@unitelsd.com

Amy Harper ysnews@ysnews.com 

Craig Harrington imnews@c-zone.net

Guy Hatfield cvt@klh.net 

Lynn M. Hennigar lightse@fox.nstn.ca 

Marg Hennigar marg@lighthouse.ns.ca 

Carol Hix carolhix@aol.com

Harry Hix Jr. hix@ou.edu

Bob & Sandy Horowitz   bobnsan@yahoo.com 

Dr. Seth & Rona Jaffe sigdent@aol.com 

Judy Johnson judy.johnson@thomnews.com  

Ron Kemp rkemp@cswnet.com 

Debbie & Scott Kipp lobodeAZ@aol.com 

Paul Laursen lmpublications@sprintmail.com 

Richard Lee Richard_Lee@sdstate.edu  

Mary Jo Lee leem@mg.sdstate.edu 

Peter Lesniak  stever@yukon-news.com

Anthony Longden edit@uxbridgegazette.co.uk

Gail MacNeill aff@islandpress.pe.ca 

Jan MacNeill janmacneill@islandpress.pe.ca

Paul MacNeill pmacneill@islandpress.pe.ca 

Shirley MacNeill
shirleymacneill@islandpress.pe.ca

Richard McCord  rcolsonmcc@cs.com

Kim McCully  kmccully@mail.hdnet.k12.mo.us

Eugene McGee info@longford-leader.ie 

Tommy McGraw tommy@sumternet.com 

Frank & Martha Manley manley@cabinet.com

Jim Mayo jimmayo@seqcotimes.com 

Brian Mazza brianmazza@ccinet.ab.ca

Robert Mihalek ysnews@ysnews.com 

David V. Mitchell editor@ptreyeslight.com 

P. Carter Newton cnewton@galgazette.com 

Skip Nichols snichols@wcmessenger.com 

Fred Noer fnoer@elknet.net

Carol O’Leary joleary@midway.tdsnet.com

Dr. Henry Overduin hover.mail@mcneese.edu 

Percy Pascoe cfpss@fidnet.com 
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Officers & Board of Directors
President:   Elliott Freireich
West Valley View, Litchfield Park, Ariz.
....................................ElFreireic@aol.com 

Vice President:   Tim Waltner 
Freeman Courier, Freeman, S.D.
..............................freecour@dtgnet.com

Executive Secretary-Treasurer:   
Dr. Chad Stebbins, Missouri Southern 
State College, Joplin, Mo.

........................stebbins-c@mail.mssc.edu 

•••

Bill Haupt
Lodi Enterprise, Lodi, Wis.
..............................bhauptlodi@aol.com

Bruce Murray
Pictou Advocate, Pictou, Nova Scotia 
................bruce@advocateprinting.ns.ca

Tony Richards
Driftwood Publishing Limited
Salt Spring Island, British Columbia
..........................trichards@gulfislands.net  

Nancy Slepicka
Montgomery County News, Hillsboro, Ill.
................................thenews@cillnet.com

Robert Trapp Jr.
The Mountain Sun, Kerrville, Texas
..........................trampas76@hotmail.com

Clyde Wills
Metropolis Planet, Metropolis, Ill.

..............................planet@midwest.net

Robert Trapp Sr.  (Immediate Past
President)
Rio Grand Sun, Española, N.M.
..........................rgsun@roadrunner.com
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Institute of International Studies
Missouri Southern State College
Joplin, MO  64801-1595

ABOUT THE ISWNE

The International Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors  (ISWNE) was founded in 1954 at Southern Illinois University
(SIU) by Howard R. Long, then chair of SIU’s Department of Journalism at Carbondale, and Houstoun Waring, then 
editor of the Littleton (Colo.) Independent. ISWNE headquarters were at Northern Illinois University at Dekalb from
1976 to 1992, at South Dakota State University in Brookings from 1992 to 1999.  Missouri Southern State College in
Joplin became the headquarters in 1999.
ISWNE’s purpose is to help those involved in the weekly press to improve standards of editorial writing and news
reporting and to  encourage strong, independent editorial voices. The society seeks to fulfill its purpose by holding
annual conferences, presenting awards, issuing publications, and encouraging international exchanges. There are
ISWNE members in the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, the Philippines,
Japan, and India. There are subscribers to Grassroots Editor, the society’s quarterly journal, in still more countries.

Dr. Chad Stebbins
Editor & ISWNE Secretary/Treasurer 
Director, Institute of International Studies 
Genie Undernehr
Associate Editor

Produced by the Department 
of Communications and the 
Institute of International Studies
Missouri Southern State College
3950 E. Newman Road
Joplin, MO  64801-1595
(417) 625-9736 
(417) 659-4445   FAX 

Non-Profit
Organization 
U.S. Postage

Paid
Permit No. 66

Joplin, MO 
64801

Don & Jeanne Pease don.pease@oberlin.edu

Martha Perkins echo@halhinet.on.ca 

Vickie Canfield Peters vcprj@velocity.net 

Joan Plaxton valley-views@awna.com 

Garrett Ray GRay@vines.colostate.edu

Donna J. Remer editor@voicenews.com 

Jerry L. Reppert reppert@midwest.net 

Joanne Root jroot@thelandmark.com

Jim Sawyer jimsawyer@hotmail.com 

Albert Scardino scardino@netcomuk.co.uk

William F. Schanen III wfs3@execpl.com

Charlotte Schexnayder cts@senrk.net

Mary Jane Schneider Lentz  amos2k@epix.net

Donald Smith dqstimes@uslink.net

Mary Snow twntlk@aol.com

David Sommerlad
countrypressnsw@bigpond.com.au

Gary & Helen Sosniecki sozsez@aol.com

Douglas Perret Starr d-starr@tamu.edu

Fred Steiner editor@blufftonnews.com

Jane Steinmetz jsteinmetz@megsinet.net 

Dr. Bruce Swain bm54842@cmsu2.cmsu.edu 

Norio Tamura tamuran@tku.ac.jp

Tom Vaughan thomasv@cortezjournal.com

Newton Wallace wintersexpress@yolo.com

Darryl Wilkinson gpc@ponyexpress.net

Bess Evans Williams
sunnews@WillistonSunNews.com 

Carolyn Wills wills@midwest.net 

Richard & Collette Wills rwills@citenet.com 

Tom Wills wills@mail.schsr.unc.edu 

Guy Wood sangre@newmex.com 

Marcia Wood woodhaus@newmex.com

Stephen Zender ThePT37@aol.com
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This list of e-mail 
addresses has been updated
according to the information

you submitted with your 
ISWNE dues payment. 

Please check your listing 
and report any inaccuracy 

to Chad Stebbins at 
stebbins-c@mail.mssc.edu


